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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 , 3, 6, and 8 to because of the following informalities: 

• Claims 1 and 6 to because of the following informalities: Claims 1 and 
6 recite " an user". However, it would be better represented as "a user" 
because of a syntax problem. 

• Claims 3 and 8 recite " a optical system". However, it would be better 
represented as "an optical system" because of a syntax problem. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Application/Control Number: 10/823,233 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2609 

4. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

• Claims 2-5 and 7-10 recite the limitation of "a mouse" in line 1 . There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

' • Claims 1 , 4 - 6, and 9 - 1 0 recite the limitation of "the computer" in line 
10 (claim 1) and line 12 (claim 6). There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

• Claims 1,3,6, and 8 recite the limitation of "the position" in line 7 of 
claim 1 and line 10 of claim 6. There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bacon, et. al. (U.S. 5,473,344) in view of Gray (U.S. 2002/0196234 A1). 
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In Claim 1, Bacon (Fig. 3 and Fig. 4) discloses a mouse (100) 
comprising: 

• A housing (102,104); 

• one or more selection buttons (110,112) disposed on the 
housing; 

• a scrolling wheel (glide point 202) ratably disposed on the 
housing; 

• a means (ball 1 1 7). to track the position of the mouse disposed 
within the housing; 

• a means (cord 1 1 4) to communicate with the computer affixed 
within the housing; and 

• a microprocessor (microcontroller included in additional circuitry 
158 - column 5 lines 53-54) affixed within the housing and 
electrically connected to said selection buttons, said scrolling 
wheel; wherein an user can operate the mouse with one hand to 
easily edit a document. 

• Bacon does not teach one or more buttons with preprogrammed 
function disposed on the housing, with preprogrammed copy, 
cut, and paste functions; wherein an user can operate the 
mouse with one hand to easily edit a document. Gray teaches a 
mouse (mouse system 200) one or more buttons (203L, 204L) 
disposed on the housing; said button (203L, 204L) with a 
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preprogrammed copy function, said button with a 
preprogrammed cut function, and said button with a 
preprogrammed paste function; wherein an user can operate 
the mouse with one hand to easily edit a document ([0058]). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to have used the mouse system 
of Gray comprising pre-programmable buttons to the mouse of 
Bacon because the preprogrammed function button of Gray can 
afford individuals with a disability, such as use of only one arm 
or hand without the inconvenience of holding down buttons 
while manipulating pointing devices such as touch pads (see 
[0002] of Gray) to facilitate the editing functions of cutting, 
copying, and pasting without the user needing to control a 
keyboard with their other hand or other multi-step on-screen 
editing processes to move or modify text and/or images. 
• In claim 6, this claim differs from claim 1 only in that the 

limitations of a right selection button disposed on the housing; a 
left selection button disposed on the housing; and a scrolling 
wheel ratably disposed between the right selection button and 
the left selection button on the housing are additionally recited. 
Bacon teaches a scrolling wheel (glide point 202) disposed 
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between a right selection button (112) and a left selection button 
(110). 

• In claims 2 and 7, Bacon clearly teaches a rolling ball (ball 1 1 7). 

• In claims 3 and 8, Bacon teaches the means to track the 
position of the mouse being an optical system affixed within the 
housing (column 10 line 63). 

• In claims 4 and 9, Bacon teaches a means (cord 1 14) to 
communicate with the computer being a wire (column 3, line 
42). 

• In claims 5 and 10, Bacon teaches the means to communicate 
with the computer is a wireless transmitter and receiver (column 
1, line 40). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Ludwig (U.S. 2002/01 79655 A1 ) discloses an apparatus for 
editing electronic documents. 

• Garcia ((U.S. 2003/01 3291 0 A1 ) discloses an enhanced 
computer input device. 
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• Kawasome (U.S. 2002/01 09671 A1 ) discloses an input system 
to more efficiently utilize input devices. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas E. Scott, Jr. whose telephone number is 
(571) 270 1714. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 
7:30 AM - 5:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Chanh Nguyen can be reached on 
(571 ) 272 - 7772. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. Information regarding 
the status of this application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pai r-d i rect. uspto .gov . 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-91 97 (toll free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, please call (800) 786-9199 (IN THE USA OR 
CANADA) or (571 ) 272 - 1 000. 
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